demean your creation, showing compassion and justice, and making the
ministry and life of Christ our own,
Renew our strength, O God.
To be faithful members of your beloved community in learning,
service, and celebration,
Renew our bonds, O God. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
UMH #894
OFFERING—BLESSING OF ADVENT DONATIONS
*DOXOLOGY
UMH #94
GOING FORWARD

January 9, 2022
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Going into the world secure in the love of our God,
we can in turn be God’s love to others
so they too will know a relationship with the One who loves us all.

*CLOSING HYMN: “Wonder of Wonders”
*CHARGE AND BLESSING
*MUSICAL AMEN
“Make Us One”
*POSTLUDE

TFWS # 2247, v. 1, 2, 4
TFWS 2224 (Modified)

I

Posted on the Lutheran Church of Australia’s Sunday by Sunday website. Reposted: https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/12/
responsive-litany-baptism-of-jesus.html.
II
Modified from The Abingdon Women’s Preaching Annual, Series 2, Year C, compiled and edited by Leonora Tubbs Tisdale,
(Abingdon, 2000), 47, and “Prayer of the Day,” Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year C, vol. 1, Advent through
Pentecost, Kimberly Bracken Long, editor (Westminster John Knox Press, 2012), 46.
III
“Call to Confession,” “Prayer of Confession,” and “Declaration of Forgiveness,” Feasting on the Word, Worship Companion,” 60-61.
IV
http://www.coffeehousecontemplative.com/2014/01/litany-for-remembering-our-baptismal.html
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THE APPROACH
All relationships begin with the approach, the first step toward another.
Through God’s prevenient grace, God always makes the first step toward us.
As we come into worship, let us take a step toward God.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
THRESHOLD MOMENT
Fill us with your love, O God, and we will sing for joy. (4X)
THE INTRODUCTION
Relationships move forward with “hello” and sharing our names, and the start of
conversation. Sometimes the mood is light, sometimes it hints at deeper topics to come,
but always the introduction is just the beginning of deeper conversations.

*CALL TO WORSHIPI
Liturgist: The Father's voice bears witness to the Son.
People: God has shown himself to us.
Liturgist: The Son bows his head beneath the waters of the Jordan.
People: God has shown himself to us.
Liturgist: Christ submits to John's baptism and frees us from slavery.
People: God has shown himself to us.
Liturgist: God's love is seen to the end of the world.
People: God has shown himself to us.
*OPENING HYMN:

“Lord God, Your Love ... Here”

UMH #579, 1-3, 5

*OPENING PRAYERII
PRAYER OF CONFESSIONIII and DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Pastor: Trust in the God who is love, the One who made us and
redeemed us. Let us confess our sin.
All: God of life and love,
We admit to you and to each other
(* Please rise in body or spirit.)

That we have not always lived lives of love.
We have lost patience and been rude.
We have been irritable and insisted on our own way.
We have even let love end.
Forgive us and heal us, dear God,
Through Jesus Christ, your love incarnate. Amen
DEEPER CONVERSATION
It is the deeper conversation that moves a passing acquaintance into a person of importance.
It is in the deep listening that we are known, and we get to know others. It is in a deeper
conversation with God and taking God’s words seriously that our relationship and
discipleship will grow.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know” UMH #191, v. 1
SPECIAL MUSIC:
“The Love of God”
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE:
Luke 3:7-17, 21-22
MESSAGE:
“Well Pleased”
Bucky Bethancourt
Pastor: May the words of my mouth,
People: And the meditations of all of our hearts be acceptable to you,
O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
BUILDING A RELATIONSHIP
Our actions in response to conversation, including making and keeping promises,
builds a relationship beyond a mere passing acquaintance
into something strong and filled with love.

BAPTISM REMEMBRANCEIV
For the faith and family into which we were baptized and for which we
are daily gaining a deeper understanding,
Renew our commitment, O God.
To reject what is sinful and to ever more embrace the freedom of new
life that Christ gives,
Renew our courage, O God.
To follow Jesus as Lord, and to rely on Christ as Savior,
Renew our trust, O God.
To commit to discipleship by resisting those forces that defile and

Announcements

Announcements

Wiggle Wednesdays: The idea is we gather at the church on Wednesdays at 10 am in
Burgess Hall. We will have easy and fun things to do, like yoga or chair yoga, walking, or
simple stretches. We will keep it simple enough for beginners with modifications for those
who want to take it a step up or take a step back. We will try different things until we find
something we want to focus on. When the weather suits, we may meet outside. Wear comfortable, supportive shoes, comfortable clothes you can move in. Please bring a water bottle, preferably a refillable one. Vaccinations are required.

Wiggle Wednesdays: The idea is we gather at the church on Wednesdays at 10 am in Burgess Hall. We will have easy and fun things to do, like yoga or chair yoga, walking, or simple stretches. We will keep it simple enough for beginners with modifications for those who
want to take it a step up or take a step back. We will try different things until we find something we want to focus on. When the weather suits, we may meet outside. Wear comfortable,
supportive shoes, comfortable clothes you can move in. Please bring a water bottle, preferably a refillable one. Vaccinations are required.

From Worship to Discipleship: We are forming a new
small group in conjunction with our new worship series,
“Love Never Ends.” The study group is entitled, “From
Worship to Discipleship” and will explore the themes discussed in worship, and take the ideas developed there further, and into our personal discipleship. Each session uses the same Scriptures and themes as the previous Sunday’s worship service. By deliberately connecting the themes and Scripture from corporate worship
to the small-group experience, participants will be more fully formed into disciples of Jesus Christ. Adults learn best when we are in conversations with others. This study will be
intentionally kept small, only 6-8 participants will be allowed, so do not delay in signing
up. Exact day and time for the study will be determined when the group has been formed
to accommodate everyone’s schedule, if possible.

From Worship to Discipleship: We are forming a new
small group in conjunction with our new worship series,
“Love Never Ends.” The study group is entitled, “From
Worship to Discipleship” and will explore the themes discussed in worship, and take the ideas developed there further, and into our personal discipleship. Each session uses the same Scriptures and themes as the previous Sunday’s worship
service. By deliberately connecting the themes and Scripture from corporate worship to the
small-group experience, participants will be more fully formed into disciples of Jesus Christ.
Adults learn best when we are in conversations with others. This study will be intentionally
kept small, only 6-8 participants will be allowed, so do not delay in signing up. Exact day
and time for the study will be determined when the group has been formed to accommodate
everyone’s schedule, if possible.

