“An Open Space”
by John van de Laar

November 28, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Making Room-Hope

The calls are always there, God,
to be more, have more, do more,
Every corner of our lives
needs to be filled with something,
Every step, every word, every thought
must be pregnant with meaning and purpose,
We need to prevail, triumph,
win the race!
Except no one ever wins. Not really.
We run as fast as we can to stand still,
and so many get left behind,
broken, poor, depleted.
Perhaps, in this Advent waiting time,
we can learn to let go,
slow down,
open up;
Perhaps we can begin to clear away
some of the clutter,
and open up a space within us
for silence,
for stillness,
for hope,
for the Holy.
And maybe, just maybe,
as we create this open space
we will find more room in our lives
for generosity,
for laughter,
for connection,
for caring,
for love,
for life.

Scottsdale United Methodist Church
...becoming a Christ-led community.
4140 North Miller Road, Scottsdale, Arizona 85251
(480) 946-5301 www.scottsdaleumc.org

Find us on

Scottsdaleumc

9:30AM

ORDER OF SERVICE

Bucky:
People:
Bucky:
People:
All:

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE OPEN THE DOOR (Threshold Moment)

Make room for others who need a hand.
We make room for Jesus.
Make room to listen, to understand.
We make room for Jesus.
Amen

SCRIPTURE:
ANTHEM:
SCRIPTURE:
MESSAGE:

In This Very Room

Jeremiah 31:14-16 (CEB)
Choir
Psalm 25:4-5 (CEB)

Making Room (Hope)

Rev. Ann Lyter

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
PRAYER SONG:

THE PEACE
Liturgist:
People:

LORD’S PRAYER
OFFERING:

The Hope of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

*OPENING HYMN:

“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

*OPENING PRAYER
CHILDREN’S TIME
Bucky:
People:
Bucky:
People:

“Make of My Heart a Stable”

Make room for family. Make room for friends.
We make room for Jesus.
Make way for love that never ends
We make room for Jesus.
(*Please rise in spirit or in body.)

#203

A STORY OF INNKEEPING

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

*CLOSING HYMN:

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” (1, 3, 4)

#230

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION AMEN
*POSTLUDE:

Choir

Announcements
Wiggle Wednesdays: The idea is we gather at the church on Wednesdays at
10 am in Burgess Hall. We will have easy and fun things to do, like yoga or
chair yoga, walking, or simple stretches. We will keep it simple enough for
beginners with modifications for those who want to take it a step up or take a
step back. We will try different things until we find something we want to
focus on. When the weather suits, we may meet outside. Wear comfortable,
supportive shoes, comfortable clothes you can move in. Please bring a water
bottle, preferably a refillable one. Vaccinations are required.
HELP DECORATE FOR ADVENT/CHRISTMAS: We are looking for
people to help us prepare our campus for the coming holidays. Help us
transform our worship space into a place to focus on how we are “Housing
the Holy,” and our campus to be a welcoming space for our community
during the holidays. We will be decorating on Saturday, December 4, from
9:00 am to 11:30 am.
CHURCH OPEN HOUSE: Throughout our Advent/Christmas series, our
church will be open to welcome the weary, the cold, and those who simply
wish to pray. An attendant will be present, should you want someone to pray
with you. Beginning Nov. 29, Mondays and Wednesdays from 12-3 pm and
Wednesday evenings from 5-7 pm (5-6:15 on 12/22).

Pastor
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Rev. Ann Lyter
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Bucky Bethancourt
Jeanette Young
Bucky Bethancourt
Ellen Dunlap & Ginger Berry

Announcements
JUSTA CENTER REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 2021
For the second year in a row, SUMC will be supporting this important
work with a Reverse Advent Calendar. The way the Reverse Advent
Calendar works is, place the calendar someplace you will see it, such as
on your refrigerator, and then you gather the items each day that are listed
on the calendar. There is something on every day from the first day of
Advent, November 28th through Christmas Eve. After you have gathered
everything, bring your donations to the church up until
January 9, 2022. We will deliver all the donations the
second week of January. A copy of the Reverse Advent
Calendar was in the Prospector, or scan this QR code:
COAT DRIVE: Do you have winter coats and sweaters you don’t use?
Are your closets bursting? Bring your coats and
sweaters to the church now through 12/6.

CHOIR: The choir is always looking for new voices. Join us
on Wednesdays at 7 pm in Activity Center 1. Must be
vaccinated.

PASTOR’S OPEN HOUSE: Join Pastor Ann on Tuesday,
December 14, any time from 11-2:00 pm in Burgess Hall. We
will be serving cookies and appetizers. This is a great time to
just stop in and let us wish you a Merry Christmas.

